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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is responsive to an amendment filed 9/29/08. 

2. Claims 1-13 are pending in this application; and, claims 1,10 and 12 are 
independent claims. Claims 1, 4, 10 and 12 have been amended. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1,10 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. It is unclear what is meant by the passage "a 
setting step of setting, for each of said plurality of pieces of data reproducing equipment 
in association with the individual users, whether or not to make the piece of data 
reproducing equipment an object of search... one or more pieces of data reproducing 
equipment set as the objects of search from among said plurality" (with emphasis on the 
device) in claims 1,10 and 12. Although it appears to mean that a decision is made as 
to whether the piece of data reproducing equipment or each piece of data reproducing 
equipment in a plurality of pieces of data reproducing equipment will be made an object 
of a search, applicants arguments in lines 7-1 1 of page 9 and the description found in 
the specification appears to emphasize that a search is made for content (Summary, 
par [0019] and [0021] of the published application; e.g. when the user has accessed a 
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predetermined site, a searcli is performed tlirougli a plurality of items of content only for 
particular content that the user selects to be compatible and reproducible with the 
registered data reproducing equipment of the user). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kunii (US 2001/0056375 A1 ) in view of Devine et al. (US 2002/0095399 A1 ), and further 
in view of Hale et al. (US 6,732,180 B1) 

As per claim 1, Kunii teaches an information supplying method comprising a 
registration step of causing a user to select a product and model names of data 
reproducing equipment from among a plurality of product and model names, particular 
data reproducing equipment to be used by the user and registering the particular data 
reproducing equipment, selected by the user in association with the user (figs. 4 and 8; 
paragraphs [0062] and [0069]; registration information of client/user related musical 
information include a reproducing equipment of a type such as a keyboard, stringed 
instrument, wind instrument or percussion instrument and their respective model), a 
step of, following user registration of a data reproducing equipment. 
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discriminatingly/selectively searching from a plurality of items of content of multiple data 
formats for particular content of a format compatible with the data reproducing 
equipment registered by the registration step in association with the user, the plurality of 
items of content include items of content of data formats not compatible with the data 
reproducing equipment registered in association with the user and Items of content of 
data formats compatible with the data reproducing equipment registered in association 
with the user (paragraphs [0041], [0062], [0068-0069] and [0071]; registration 
information of client/user related musical information include a reproducing equipment 
of a type such as a keyboard, stringed instrument, wind Instrument or percussion 
instrument and include desired music piece(s) and completion of training includes 
records of music pieces practiced and completed wherein the musical information may 
be of any data format including a MDI format; moreover, the registered reproducing 
equipment being currently used may be affixed to other information such as desired 
music piece(s) and a step of selectively supplying the user with content displaying 
information indicative of the particular content of the data format compatible with the 
data reproducing equipment registered by the registration step and searched out by the 
step of searching (fig. 7; paragraph [0060]). Although Kunii teaches registration of a 
device in association with a user that includes a process of selectively searching a 
plurality of items of content for a particular content, Kunii does not explicitly disclose 
registration of a plurality of pieces of computers in association with individual users. 
However, registration of a plurality of pieces of data reproducing equipment in 
association with individual users are well known in the art as taught by Devine (par 



Application/Control Number: 10/727,866 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2174 

[0013] and [0034]; plurality of constituent/user devices are registered and selectively 
search a plurality of items of content for a particular content such as services and 
information). It would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to 
include the method of Devine with the method of Kunii in order to automate the process 

of distributing data. 

Kunii and Devine still do not explicitly disclose content reproducible with one or 
more data reproducing equipment. Hale teaches content reproducible with one or more 
data reproducing equipment (col. 2, lines 3-41; col. 10, line 59 through col. 11, line 2; 
registration to access MP3 files and search songs by, for example, Band X). It would 
have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include the method of 
Hale with the method of the modified Kunii to extend user's computer searches to such 
reproducible content as a song file, especially in view of KSR Int'l v. Teleflex Inc., 127 
S.Ct. 1727, 1739, 82 USPQ2d 1385, 1395 (2007). 

As per claim 2, the modified Kunii teaches an information supplying method 
wherein the content displaying information is information fused for reference by the user 
in designating desired content deliverable via a communication network, i.e. the content 
or information displayed is information used for reference by the user in 
choosing/designating desired content deliverable via a communication network (Kunii: 
fig. 7; paragraph [0060]). 

As per claim 3, the modified Kunii teaches an information supplying method 
wherein said step of registering is capable of registering a plurality of pieces of data 
reproducing equipment for each user (paragraphs [0050], [0062] and [0069]), and said 
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step of searching searches for content usable only in particular data reproducing 
equipment currently set in a search mode from among a plurality of pieces of data 
reproducing equipment registered in association with the user (Kunii: paragraphs 
[0041], [0062], [0068-0069] and [0071]). 

As per claim 4, the modified Kunii teaches an information supplying method 
wherein said step of searching includes a step of setting a desired one of the plurality of 
pieces of data reproducing equipment, registered in association with the user, in the 
search mode in response to a selection by the user (Kunii: figs. 4 and 8; paragraphs 
[0041], [0062], [0068-0069] and [0071]). 

As per claim 5, the modified Kunii teaches an information supplying method 
wherein said step of setting includes a step of causing the user to select the desired one 
of the plurality of pieces of data reproducing equipment, registered in association with 
the user, via a display terminal of the user (Kunii: fig. 4; paragraphs [0062] and [0069]). 

As per claim 6, the modified Kunii teaches an information supplying method 
wherein said step of supplying presents, on a display terminal of the user, the content 
displaying information indicative of the searched out content (Kunii: fig. 7; paragraph 
[0060]). 

As per claim 7, the modified Kunii teaches an information supplying method 
comprises a step of allowing the user to make a selection for receiving a part or whole 
of content corresponding to the content displaying information supplied by said step of 
supplying (Kunii: fig. 7; paragraph [0060]). 
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As per claim 8, the modified Kunii teaches an information supplying method 
wherein said step of searching is carried out in response to a request made by a 
particular user (fig. 7; paragraphs [0062] and [0068]). 

As per claim 9, the modified Kunii teaches an information supplying method 
wherein a server apparatus for supplying information and a client terminal for receiving 
supplied information are interconnectable via a communication network, and said 
method is performed by using at least one of a computer of said server apparatus and a 
computer of said client terminal (Kunii: fig. 1). 

Claims 10 and 12 are individually similar in scope to claim 1 and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 1 1 and 13 are individually similar in scope to claim 9 and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's argument with respect to claim 1 has been considered but is moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Teshima (US 2001/0051007 A1) teaches a plurality of client devices are 
registered so that data suitable for a device can be transmitted. 
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Satormi et al. (US 2003/0065807 A1) teach registering an image input device and 
search album information using user ID. 

Cho (US 2004/0064374 Al) teaches a registration process to purchase songs in 
various formats (e.g., MP3) over the Internet and an online music store Web site that 
provides searching capabilities for desired songs. 

Tozuka (US 6,031,175) teaches registration data supplied from other MIDI 
apparatuses or a server computer. 

Tamura (US 6,583,347 B2) teaches a registration window (figs. 8-9; e.g., for 
saxophone, electric guitar, etc.). 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 
706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 
1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Inquires 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Le Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4068. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7:00 am to 
3:30 pm (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong, can be reached at (571) 272-4124. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

LVN 

Patent Examiner 
December 7, 2008 
/Stephen S. Hong/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2178 



